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Greetings! 

As a Christian, April brings the event that 
makes us all Christian. In April, usually, we 
celebrate the resurrection of our Lord. With 
resurrection comes our freedom from death and 
brings us life eternal. We must, however, in the 
mean time, live in this world and April also brings 
us to a reminder that we do live in this world. For 
April brings tax time. 

I suppose I could go on and on about paying 
taxes or not, however, we can look to Jesus and 
his answer to some who asked him about that 
very question: 

“Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or 
not? 15 Should we pay them, or should we not?” 
But knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them, 
“Why are you putting me to the test? Bring me a 
denarius and let me see it.” 16 And they brought 
one. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, 
and whose title?” They answered, “The 
emperor’s.” 17 Jesus said to them, “Give to the 
emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and 
to God the things that are God’s.” (Mark 12:14b-
17a) 

I, like everyone else, well most anyway, pay 
my taxes on time and in full. I also pay to God 
what is God’s. The taxes that I pay are a higher 
percentage than what is God’s. Yet it is for each 
person to determine what is the emperor’s and 
what is God’s. And this might be where some 
conflict appears. 

Use of the full tax law including but not 
limited to every deduction one can find or have 
found for them, is what is the ‘emperor’s.’ The 

result may vary from no tax, to very little, to more 
and to much more. Fortunately what is God’s, 
may be simpler. 

The Old Testament tells us that 1/10th of all 
we have or gain belongs to God. That is pretty 
simple. However, the New Testament tells us 
something different. There is NO percentage 
mentioned in the New Testament about the 
amount that is God’s. Therefore, a tithe may be 
any percentage you wish it to be. Imagine if the 
federal tax law read the same? I wonder how 
much people would give to support their 
government? 

There is some commonality between the tax 
to the government and gifts we return to God. In 
both cases, we want the money to be used for 
the benefit of all. Gifts to the church are 
accountable to the givers by financials that tell 
the givers where the money is going. The 
amount of gift each family or person gives is 
known only to a few within the church. The same 
can be said of the tax paid to the government. I 
wonder what the thoughts would be if everyone 
knew what everyone else gave to the church 
and/or the government? 

Perhaps John Wesley said it best about this 
subject: 

Earn all you can. Save all you can. Give all 
you can. 

 

Peace and Blessings 
Pastor Don 



New Members! 
Carmen Caporale, Membership Team 

Joan Strafford and Carol Wilson joined 
our fellowship of worshipers on Sunday, March 
25, 2018. These two ladies have come to the 
northwest from far warm corners of the US. 

Joan transferred her membership from 
Prescott UMC in Arizona and currently resides 
in Trails End area of Mason County. She is a 
retired librarian who loves music and singing. 
She also raised seven daughters and shares 
living space with her middle daughter and 
husband. 

Carol transferred her membership 
from St. Andrew’s UMC in Brandon, Florida. 
Her deceased husband was a Methodist 
pastor and they even served in Okinawa. She 
lives in Lakeland Village and is happy to be 
near her daughter Karen who is married to a 
former musical member of NMUMC, Michael 
Moore. 

Please greet and introduce yourselves to 
the newest members of our church family. 



Our generous friends at the Teriyaki Wok were unable to help 
with our Free Wednesday Lunch in March, as Su went to South 

Korea to visit her 86 year old mother.  Lynn Coffman pulled the meal together and 
with the help of several volunteers served a delicious meal of Baked Chicken or 
Baked Salmon, Mashed Potatoes with Gravy, Fruited Cabbage Salad, Mixed 
Vegetables and Mini Fruit Pie for dessert. 

     Special thanks to Carol Wilson, Joan Strafford, Barbara Ford, Margaret 
Rutherford, Judy Honsowetz and Don Ford, who kept all the salmon requests in 
order.  Other helpers were Denise Sarchet who helped to prep the salad and pies 
and to Laurie Duncan who arrived late, but just in time to help clean up - a very 
important task!  

     Thanks to all.  Others are welcome to join our fun in service. 

If you are interested in helping prepare and serve a meal for the hungry, 
please contact Lynn Coffman at 360-275-7131 for more information. 

Coalition of Churches & Community 
Wednesday Hot Lunch 

3rd Wednesday of the month is hosted by NMUMC 





Our Prayers 

Joy & Thanksgiving 
 Betty Westfall’s grandson Tony has been 

accepted into University of Washington 
 For our 2 new members Carol Wilson and Joan 

Strafford! 
 That Sandy Shoemaker’s cancer is in remission! 
 Floyd Soderlund is doing well following heart 

surgery 

Healing & Medical Concerns 
 Floyd Soderlund as he recovers from a heart 

valve replacement 
 Linda Humphrey’s friend who is recovering from 

knee surgery 
 Carol Wilson’s grandson Judah for healing and 

no more infections or ruptures 
 Sue Boggs’ friend searching for medical answers 
 Bobby Stratton 
 Sandy Shoemaker 
 Kathy Matsen 
 Leon Hart 

National & International Concerns 
 All those affected by natural disasters 
 Our brothers and sisters around the globe mired 

in war and political violence, as well as those who 
are without food, clothing, and shelter. 

Peace, Strength, & Encouragement 
 Erin Pierce’s friend who has bipolar disorder 
 Joyce Stratton’s grandson at Western is going to 

Brazil for 6 months 
 For Pete & Miriam Wyble and their son Kevin 
 For the family and friends of Juanita High as we 

all mourn her passing 

Friends In Care 
 June Vande Bossche 
 Jean Whitney 

In our membership vows we commit to faithfully participate in the congregation’s ministries 

through our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, & our witness. 

Our Presence 
March 4 - 26 

March 11 - 25 
March 18 - 34 
March 25 - 38 

 

Thank you for your presence 

April Birthdays 
 3rd Bob Merhaut 
 4th Nancy Bacon 
 13th Katherine Landreth 

Our Gifts 

The Finance Committee met on March 11th 
and reviewed our financial activity for January 
and February. So far, all revenues and 
expenditures are within budget. Our first quarter 
finance summary will be presented in next month’s 

newsletter. 

We are looking forward to our Methodist 
Annual Rummage Sale which is coming up on May 
4th (Friday) and May 5th (Saturday). Since this is 
our major annual fundraiser for our church 
operating budget, we would like to encourage 
everyone to help out. We are doing a smaller 
sale this year limited to the upstairs area of the 
church with some small “outdoor” items for sale in 
the front porch area. We will still be doing the 
bake sale and the lunch sale. Look for a detailed 
email next Monday, April 2nd with all of the 

details!! 

The next meeting of the Finance Committee 
will be held on Sunday, April 8, 2018 in the 
church library following our regular church 
service.  The Committee will be reviewing the 

financial activity through March. 

Happy Easter Everyone! 

Blessings from Your Finance Committee  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2pm ACA 
 
7pm NA 

4 
 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5pm Fellowship, 
Soup, & Word 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7pm NA 

7

8 
9am Faithlink 

 
10:15am Worship 

 
12pm Finance 
Committee 

9 10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2pm ACA 
 
7pm NA 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6pm New Life 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5pm Fellowship, 
Soup, & Word 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7pm NA 

14 
 

15 
9am Faithlink 
 
10:15am Worship 
 
6:30pm Music On 
The Hill - Karina 
Gordievich Piano 
Recital  

16 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2pm ACA 
 
7pm NA 

18 
12pm Free Lunch 
at BCC Hosted by 
NMUMC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6pm New Life 

19 
5pm Trustees 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5pm Fellowship, 
Soup, & Word 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7pm NA 

21 
9am Breakfast at 
The Airport Diner 
 
 
10:30am 
Genealogy 
Meeting 
 
12pm Grounds 
Clean-Up 

22 
9am Faithlink 
 
10:15am Worship 

23 
 

Office 
Will Be 
Closed 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2pm ACA 
 
7pm NA 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6pm New Life 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5pm Fellowship, 
Soup, & Word 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7pm NA 

28 
 

29 
9am Faithlink 
 
10:15am Worship 

30  

  



'Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect 

us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us  

in our time of need.  Amen.' 

 

Jason Barth - Larry & Jean Bonzer’s grandson in Everett, WA 

Rob Eier - Wendell & Phyllis Fleener’s grandson at Quantico 

Houston Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton ’s son in Field Artillery with the WA National Guard  

Hunter Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton’s son stationed at JBLM  

James Meacham - Steve & DeeAnn Meacham ’s son in the Air Force stationed In Florida 

 

April 2018 

Newsletter 
NMUMC Office Hours 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday - 10am - 4:30pm 


